
When Did Jesus Die? 
Tradition says Jesus died at around 3 pm Friday and was put in the tomb. He rose at about 6am 
Sunday morning. 
They count 3 days as follows: 

 Day 1 From 3pm Friday - midnight =  9 hours 
 Day 2 Midnight Friday - midnight Saturday =  24 hours 
 Day 3 Midnight Saturday - 6am Sunday  =  6 hours 
       39 hours 

Jesus said He would be in the grave for 3 DAYS and 3 NIGHTS not PARTS of 3 days.  
Matthew 12:40  For as Jonas was three days and three nights in the whale's belly; so shall the 
Son of man be three days and three nights in the heart of the earth. 
 
That means He had to be in the grave for AT LEAST 72 hours. WE KNOW that He had already risen 
BEFORE dawn on Sunday when Mary came to the tomb.  Remembering that Jewish days are counted 
from evening to evening (“...And the evening and the morning were the first day.” Genesis 1: 5) and 
working backwards from Sunday morning as well as comparing Scripture leads us to: 

 Day 1 From 6pm Wednesday - 6pm Thursday =  24 hours 
 Day 2 From 6pm Thursday - 6pm Friday =  24 hours 
 Day 3 From 6pm Friday- 6pm Saturday =  24 hours 
                                                        72 hours 

Jesus HAD to have been crucified on Wednesday and placed in the grave before sunset on Wednes-
day. He then spent 3 nights and 3 days in the grave and rose sometime AFTER sunset Saturday and 
BEFORE sunrise on Sunday.  
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